
The St. Thomas the Apostle Ministries of Immigration/Refugee Initiative, Pax Christi, and       
Solidarity Coalition present a 10-part Prayer-Study-Action series using the community action 
guide from the Southern Poverty Law Center (www.splcenter.org) and other materials.   

Are you concerned about the lack of civility and compassion                  
in our public speech and actions? 

Ten Ways to Fight Hate 
 

1.   Act 
2.   Join Forces 
3.   Support the Victims 
4.   Speak Up 
5.   Educate Yourself 
6.   Create an Alternative 
7.   Pressure Leaders 
8.   Stay Engaged 
9.   Teach Acceptance  
10. Dig Deeper 
 
 

What is a Hate Crime?  
When bias motivates an unlawful act, it is      
considered a hate crime. Most hate crimes are     
inspired by race and religion, but hate today 
wears many faces.   
Since 2010, law enforcement agencies have  
reported an average of about 6,000 hate crime 
incidents per year to the FBI. But government 
studies show that the real number is far higher – 
an estimated 260,000 per year. Many hate 
crimes never get reported. Victims are reluctant 
to go to the police. Or agencies may not be fully 
trained to recognize or investigate hate crimes. 
Many simply do not collect or report hate crime 
data to the FBI.  

 St. Thomas joins St. Sabina Rally 2018 

 

Joshua 1:9 
“I command you: be firm and steadfast! Do not fear 
nor be dismayed, for the Lord, your God, is with you 
wherever you go.” 
 

1Corinthians 12:4-7 
“There are different gifts but the same Spirit;     
there are different ministries but the same Lord; 
there are different works but the same God who                
accomplishes all of them in everyone. To each   
individual, the manifestation of the Spirit is given for 
the common good.” 

One Bread, One Body  
“Gentile or Jew, servant or free, woman or man no 
more. One Bread, one body, one Lord of all, one 
cup of blessing which we bless.  And we, though 
many, throughout the earth, we are one body in this 
one Lord.”  John Foley-Gather #932 
 

Catholic Social Teaching (US Council of Catholic Bishops) 
“We believe people have a right and a duty to    
participate in society, seeking together the common 
good and well-being of all, especially the poor and 
vulnerable.”                                    

110 WAYS 
t o  f i g h t  



10 Ways to Fight Hate 

Women’s March to the Polls-Chicago-2018 

2. Join Forces 
Be empowered!  
There is power in numbers. 
Asking for help and organizing a group 
reduces personal fear and vulnerability. 
Reach out to allies from businesses, faith 
communities, schools, clubs, and other 
civic groups.   

Ask local law enforcement officials if they 
are aware of early warning signs of hate 
brewing in the community. 

 

 
 
"Imagine a world devoted to becoming a 
community of strangers that crosses every 
age level, every race, every tradition, every 
difference on the globe --- because they saw 
it in us." 
Sr. Joan Chittister–The Radical Christian Life 

 

Comments or more information? Contact 
 

Eleanor Wegman 
Immigration/Refugee Initiative 
e.wegman@att.net 
 
Nancy Oetter 
Pax Christi-St. Thomas  
nloetter@comcast.net 
 
Jane Barnes 
Solidarity Coalition  
jbarnes114@ntsource.com   
 
Read prior inserts on line at  
www.stapostle.org/?s=fight+hate 

 

Something to Talk About 
 

I may personally reject hatred and 
want to “move forward”, putting aside 
hate crimes of the past. Yet such     
historic events can still work in         
society, preventing healing and    
keeping the ember of hatred alive, 
ready to flare again. Consider these 
three past events: the Holocaust, the 
murder of Emmett Till, and the murder 
of Matthew Shepard. Do I know 
enough about these hate crimes?  
How can we use our knowledge of the 
past to create a better society in 
2018? 

The good news is a hate crime often creates an opportunity for a community’s first        
dialogue on race, gender identity, or religious intolerance. It can help bridge the gap between 
neighborhoods and law enforcement. More people that we imagine want to do something; they 
just need a little push. 


